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was a pure war of conquest. As Austria was her ally,
she had demanded the Emperor's assistance. She
intimated that, unless he agreed, she would withdraw
her support of the Pragmatic Sanction. The very
suggestion that Russia might cease to uphold the
Sanction put Charles in a panic. The Turks had asked
him to act as mediator between them and Russia. He
at first agreed, but he was now so afraid of Anne that
he decided to join her in her attack on Turkey.
Austria was entirely unprepared for war. The
treasury was depleted; the small army was in a shock-
ingly disorganised condition. According to the official
records, the Austrian army at the time consisted of
122,514 men. Actually, however, the infantry had only
26,000 and the cavalry 15,000 men. Eugene's death,
furthermore, had left Charles without any really able
generals. Seckendorf, who was finally appointed as
Field-Marshal, was a Lutheran, and Charles, who
claimed that he was attacking the Turks " because it
was his duty as a Christian/' was reproached by many
of his Catholic courtiers for selecting a Protestant, an
" unbeliever," for this important pbst.
When Seckendorf learned about the condition of
the army, he wished that he had not been chosen, and
his report to Charles is important, as it indicates Maria
Theresa's military heritage: " I cannot consistently
with my duty to God and to the Emperor/' Seckendorf
wrote, " conceal the miserable condition of the barracks
and the hospital. The troops, crowded together with-
out sufficient bedding to cover them, are a prey to
innumerable diseases; they are exposed to rain and
other inclemencies of the weather from the dilapidated
state of the barracks, which are in constant danger
of being overthrown by the wind. Besides, there is a

